
3rd Grade and Above:
Advanced Level of Phoneme Manipulation Level

Resource: Equipped for Reading Success, by David Kilpatrick

Phonemic
Skills

At Home Activities

Substitution of a
Medial Vowel
Phoneme

★ Can you change the medial (middle) vowel sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, dad. Now say dad, but instead of /a/ say /i/

Student: did
○ Caregiver: Say, listen. Now say listen, but instead of /i/ say /e

Student: lesson

Phoneme
Deletion of the
Second Sound
in a Blend

★ Can you tell me what is left if I delete (take away) the second sound in
these words?

○ Caregiver: Say, plan. Now say plan, but don’t say /l
Student: pan

○ Caregiver: Say, brake. Now say brake, but don’t say /r/
Student: bake

Phoneme
Substitution of
the Second
Sound in a
Blend

★ Can you change the second sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, spy. Now say spy, but instead of /p/ say /k/

Student: sky
○ Caregiver: Say, spill. Now say spill, but instead of /p/ say /t/

Student: still

Phoneme
Substitution of
the Final
Consonant
Sound

★ Can you change the final (last) sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, seed. Now say seed, but instead of /d/ say /t/

Student: seat
○ Caregiver: Say, hide. Now say hide, but instead of /d/ say /v/

Student: hive

Phoneme
Substitution of
the Final Sound
in a Final Blend

★ Can you change the final (last) sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, warm. Now say warm, but instead of /m/ say /n/

Student: warn
○ Caregiver: Say, bird. Now say bird, but instead of /d/ say /th/

Student: birth



Phoneme
Deletion of the
Second to Last
Sound in a Final
Blend

★ Can you delete (take away) the second to last sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, coast. Now say coast, but don’t say /s/

Student: coat
○ Caregiver: Say, desk. Now say desk, but don’t say /s/

Student: deck

Phoneme
Substitution of
the Second to
Last Sound in a
Final Blend

★ Can you change the second to last sound in words?
○ Caregiver: Say, lift. Now say lift, but instead of /f/ say /s/

Student: list
○ Caregiver: Say, paint. Now say paint, but but instead of /n/ say /s/

Student: paste

Reversal of
Sounds in a
Single Syllable
Word

★ Can you reverse (switch) the sounds in a word to make a new word?
○ Caregiver: Say, keep. Now say keep backwards

Student: peek
○ Caregiver: Say, tap. Now say tap backwards

Student: pat

Reversal of
Sounds in a Two
Syllable Word

★ Can you reverse (switch) the sounds in a word to make a new word?
○ Caregiver: Say, midnight. Now say midnight backwards

Student: tine dim
○ Caregiver: Say, tin gam. Now say tin gam backwards

Student: magnet


